LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
December 17, 2014

1:30 P.M.

Present:

Commissioner Piepkorn, Assistant City Attorney Gary Stewart



Deputy Police Chief Todd Osmundson, City Auditor, Steven Sprague, 


Mayor Mahoney
Absent:

None 
Others Present:
Rick Carik, Rick’s; Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s;  Dan Labernik, Labby’s; Dan Nicholson, Spirit Shop; Bob & Sue Ruud, Prairie Rose Meadery; Andre Arneson, Lakemode Liquor; Paul Boerboom, Jill Pagel, Auditor’s Office; Joe Bergum and other members of the industry

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of November19, 2014.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of November19, 2014.  Moved by Mahoney, seconded by Osmundson to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2014 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.
Commissioner Piepkorn mentioned Chief Todd, Sprague and he scheduled a meeting with Tasha Rae Gornetz which she failed to attend.

2.  A.  The first application to be considered today is for the issuance of a Class “GH” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Mama Jean’s Eatery, LLC, d/b/a Mama Jean’s Custom Catering to be located at 3241 42nd Street South, Fargo, ND.  This application was referred back to Liquor Control by the City Commission.
Sprague indicated he and Chief Todd discussed the review process with Commissioner Sobolik.  Chief Todd explained every case is looked at individually.  There are no set guidelines as individual cases may dictate different results.  Commissioner Piepkorn mentioned one of the owners had 2 DUI’s, Deputy Chief Osmundson indicated the PD felt enough time had passed since the last occurrence.
Moved by Mahoney, seconded by Osmundson to approve the issuance of a Class “GH” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Mama Jean’s Eatery, LLC, d/b/a Mama Jean’s Custom Catering to be located at 3241 42nd Street South, Fargo, ND.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2. B.  The second application to be considered is for the transfer of a class FA alcoholic beverage license from Apple Acres, Inc. d/b/a Applebee’s Bar & Grill to The Herd & Horns Sports Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Herd & Horns to be located at 1414 12th Avenue North, Suite F.  This application was referred back to Liquor Control by the City Commission.
Sprague indicated the applicants have requested Paul Boerboom be removed from the application.  Mahoney questioned if applicants with domestic violence in their background would automatically be excluded from license ownership.  Piepkorn indicated all applications are reviewed on a case by case basis.  Osmundson commented some cases are a result of a messy divorce and shouldn’t necessarily exclude an individual from a liquor license.  Mahoney asked if police make the final determination as a result of the background check, the answer is generally yes.
Moved by Mahoney, Seconded by Osmundson  to approve the transfer of the class FA alcoholic beverage license from Apple Acres, Inc. d/b/a Applebee’s Bar & Grill to The Herd & Horns Sports Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Herd & Horns to be located at 1414 12th Avenue North, Suite F, with the provision that Paul Boerboom is removed from the ownership group.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2. C.  The third application to be considered is the issuance of a class P alcoholic beverage license to Prairie Rose Meadery, LLC d/b/a Prairie Rose Meadery to be located at 3101 39th Street SE.  Sprague explained this license is for a production winery.  Susan Ruud explained mead is a honey based wine, the alcohol content is similar to other wine.  The alcohol is created through the fermenting of the honey.
Moved by Mahoney, seconded by Osmundson to approve the issuance of a class “P” alcoholic beverage license from Prairie Rose Meadery, LLC d/b/a Prairie Rose Meadery to be located at 3101 39th Street SE.  All voted in favor, motion carried.
3. Sprague commented he received correspondence from Jeff Thomas indicating he would return he B-Limited off sale license that was approved a year ago.  Piepkorn suggested a notice be posted on the city web site indicating the license is available.  Sprague stated he will have an item on the City Commission agenda for Monday indicating the license is available.
4. Commissioner Mahoney asked the status of the makeup of the Liquor Control Board, Sprague commented Mayor Walaker felt the makeup was fine and he preferred no changes be made.  Dan Nicholson from the Spirit Shop commented he flet industry representation on the Board would be good.
There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:52 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 1:30 in the City Commission Room.

Liquor Control Board minutes are available on line at: http://www.cityoffargo.com/Business/Licensing/Alcohollicensing/LiquorControlBoard/

