
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
• Not have your utilities shut off by your landlord 
• Not have your property removed from your unit 

without your consent 
• Not have your property thrown away for 30 days 

after you move 
• Not be locked out of your unit by your landlord 
• Have your reasonable request for repairs 

honored by your landlord 
• Not be forced to leave immediately when given 

an eviction notice 
• Be given reasonable notice before your landlord 

can enter your unit, except in the case of an 
emergency 

 
YOU MUST 
• Pay rent on time 
• Notify landlord if anything in rental unit is 

damaged 
• Dispose of trash in a garbage can or dumpster 

The information on this card is not meant to cover every possible situation.  If you have 
questions concerning the information on this card or about other housing matters, 
please contact Fair Housing of the Dakotas at 1-888-265-0907 or the Fargo Human 
Relations Commission at 701-241-1474 or planning@cityoffargo.com 
 
For interpreter services contact Legal Services of North Dakota 1-800-634-5263 
 
Translation provided by the FM Metro Interpreter Resource Center via a grant from 
the North Dakota Human Rights Coalition 

 

QUICK REFERENCE: 
YOUR TENANT RIGHTS IN NORTH DAKOTA 

YOU CANNOT 
• Stop paying rent without proper notice 
• Move out without telling your landlord 
• Be discriminated against on the basis of race, 

color, gender, national origin, religion, age (40 
and over), public assistance, marital status, 
familial status or disability 

 
YOU CAN BE 
• Denied housing for a variety of reasons, 

including: 
• If your income is too low 
• A bad reference from a previous landlord 
• If you have a criminal record 
• If you have bad or poor credit 



YOUR LANDLORD CAN EVICT 
• At any time of the year, including winter 
• If your rental unit becomes unsafe or unsanitary 
• For non-payment of rent 
• If you are, for example: 

• Involved in illegal acts such as drug use and 
sale 

• Committing acts of domestic violence 
• Repeatedly throwing loud parties or playing 

loud music 
• In the possession of unauthorized pets  

 
YOUR LANDLORD CAN 
• Enter your unit in the case of an emergency or 

during reasonable hours with proper notice 
• Increase rent with proper notice at the end of the 

lease term 
• Charge late fees on late rent payments 
• Limit the number of people living in an apartment 
• Charge you for damages to and/or cleaning of the 

rental unit 

YOUR LANDLORD MUST 
• Comply with housing and health codes 
• Provide running water, hot water, heat, and 

smoke detectors in each unit and access to 
garbage dumpsters 

• Keep the common areas clean and safe 
• Return the security deposit or supply a written 

reason for why it will not be refunded in full 
within 30 days of termination of the lease 

• Keep the deposit in a federally insured, interest-
bearing account 

 
YOUR LANDLORD DOES NOT 
• Have to pay for your modifications of the unit 

 

QUICK REFERENCE: 
YOUR LANDLORD’S RIGHTS IN NORTH DAKOTA 

The information on this card is not meant to cover every possible situation.  If you have 
questions concerning the information on this card or about other housing matters, 
please contact Fair Housing of the Dakotas at 1-888-265-0907 or the Fargo Human 
Relations Commission at 701-241-1474 or planning@cityoffargo.com 
 
For interpreter services contact Legal Services of North Dakota 1-800-634-5263 
 
Translation provided by the FM Metro Interpreter Resource Center via a grant from 
the North Dakota Human Rights Coalition 
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